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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Wisbech. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  for  your  consideration  my  first  Annual  Report  on 
the  Public  Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ending  31st  Decern 
ber,  1963<*  At  the  end  of  June,  1963  Dr.  H.L.  Groom  retired 
after  35  years  as  part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  As.  Dr. 
Groom's  father  was  his  predecessor  in  office  for  4-0  years,  it 
would  seem  that  1963  marks  the  end  of  an  era  for  Wisbech.  It 
is  fitting  that  this  important  landmark  should  be  here  recorded 
A  tribute  to  their  long  service  to  the  town  has  been  paid  in 
another  place. 

During  the  year  the  Minister  of  Health  notified  all  Local 
Authorities  that  he  was  willing  to  consider  applications  to 
add  fluoride  to  water  supplies  which  already  contained  less 
than  1  part  per  million  from  natural  sources.  Wisbech  Borough 
Council  decided  to  tell  the  Water  Board  that  they  did  not  wish 
fluoride  added  to  the  water.  As  the  vast  majority  of  medical 
and  dental  authorities  in  this  country  support  the  idea  of 
fluoridation  of  water,  it  would  seem  unwise  to  consider  that 
the  matter  is  ended.  I  hope  that  reconsideration  will  be 
given  to  the  subject  when  reports  of  further  Local  Authority 
experience  are  available. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  see  the  new  County  Clinic 
rising  in  the  Horsefair,  as  the  co-ordination  of  services 
in  suitable  accommodation  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
community.  It  can  also  be  recorded  that  this  year  a  start 
has  been  made  on  a  scheme  to  bring  about  more  active  co¬ 
operation  between  Local  General  Practitioners  and  Health 
Visitors . 

I  would  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Brook  and  the 
v/hole  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  help 
during  my  first  six  months  of  office.  They  have  made  it  so 
much  easier  for  me  to  take  over  my  duties  and  at  all  times 
have  given  great  co-operation.  I  think  it  can  also  be  said 
that  the  relationship  of  the  Public  Health  Department  with 
our  colleagues  in  the  County  Service,  Hospital  Service, 
Laboratory  Service  and  Family  Practice  is  of  a  very  high 
order.  This  is  something  for  which  I  am  most  grateful. 

Finally,  I  must  say,  that  the  great  interest,  help  and 
guidance  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  were  of  the  greatest  value  to  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

M.  DOREEN  C.  MARTIN  M.B. ,Ch.B. ,D.C.H. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Boroughs  4*666  acres 

Estimated  resident  population  mid-1963s  17*520 

"  "  "  mid- 1962s  17*460 

Sum  realised  by  a  penny  rates  £  1*l68 

Rateable  values  £833*621 

Number  of  inhabited  houses?  5*672 


Births  -  286 

VITaL 

STATISTICS 

'„isbech  Borough 

Admini s- 

England 

3irth  Rate 

trative 

and 

M« 

F. 

( adjusted) 

* 

County 

Wales 

Totals 

149 

137 

l6.8l 

16.58 

18.2 

Legitimates 

142 

130 

Illegitimates 

7 

7 

Area  Comparability  Factor  (Births)  -  1=03 


Still  Births  -  2 

wisbech  Borough 

Adminis- 

England 

Still  Birth 

trative 

and 

M. 

7? 

r  e 

Rate  ** 

County 

Wales 

Totals 

1 

1 

6.94 

19 

17.2 

Legitimates 

1 

1 

Illegitimates 

0 

0 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

-  240 

..isbech  Borough 

Adminis- 

England 

Death  Rate 

trative 

and 

M, 

F. 

(adjusted)  *** 

County 

Wales 

Totals 

114 

126 

10 

11.68 

12.2 

Area  Comparability  Factor  (Deaths)  -  .73 
Deaths  (-Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion)  -  0 
Deaths  (infants  under  1  year  of  age)  -  10 


wisbech  Borough  Admini s-  England 

Infant  Mortal-  trative  and 


H. 

F. 

it.y  Rate 

County 

Wales 

Totals 

8 

2 

35 

22.80 

21.1 

Legitimates 

6 

2 

Illegitimates 

2 

0 

:  -  . 

Deaths 

of 

infants 

in  first  week  of 

life  - 

5 

Deaths 

of 

infants 

from  1  week  to  4 

weeks  - 

1  - 

Deaths 

of 

infants 

from  4  weeks  to  1 

year  - 

4 

1,'°1:e  2  *  Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

mid- 1963  population. 

*A‘  Fate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still). 

***  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
mid-1963  population. 

*,7r*  Leaths  of  infants  under  1  year,  per  1,000  live  births. 
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Vital  Statistics  cont'd  .0000 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  1  year 


Prematurity  ............ 

Pneumonia  00.00000000... 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . . 
Congenital  Heart  Defect 


00000000 

00000000 

00000000 

00000900 


Total 


o  o 


000 


5 

3 


1 

J. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  -  49 

Live  Birth,  Still  Birth;  Peat h  and  Infant  Mortality 
Rates  During  Past  Six  Years 


1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1 

Live  Birth  Rate 

V/isbech  Borough 

Isle  of  Ely 

England  and  Wales 

17-45 

15-78 

16.4 

16,38 

15.76 

16.5 

18.63 

16.84 

17.1 

12.57 

16.94 

17.4 

17*66 

16.49 

18.0 

l6.8l 

16.58 

18.2 

Still  Birth  Rate 

Wisbech  Borough 

Isle  of  Ely 

England  and  "Wales 

20.06 
19  •  68 

21.6 

..  .  . 

34.48 

25.9 

20.7 

47.46 

29.34 

19-7 

6.47 

17.78 

19.1 

13.6 

13.51 

18.1 

. 

6".  94 
19.0 

17.2 

.  . 

Death  Rate 

Wisbech  Borough 

Isle  of  Ely 

England  and  Wales 

14.35 

9.82 

11.7 

1 

14.51 

n.53 

1 1 .6 

11.07 

10.82 

11.5 

13.11 

IO.89 

12.0 

14  «64 
11.39 
11.9 

10.0 

11.68 

12.2 

. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Wisbech  Borough 

Isle  of  Ely 

England  and  "Wales 

20.06 

17.92 

22.5 

: 

28.4 

25.19 

22.2 

34. 37 
29.55 
21.7 

3.25 

14.73 

21.6 

22.58 

37.0 

20.7 

35.0 

22.8 

21.1 
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GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

Isle  of  Ely  Executive  Council  -  Bank  House,  >.est  End,  March. 

Clerk  -  A.R.  Marsh  Esq. 

East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  -  117  Chesterton  Road,  Cambridge 
Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer  -  Dr.  J.B.  Ev/en 

(a)  General 

(1) .  North  Cambridgeshire  Hospital,  kisbech 

(2)  Clarkson  Hospital,  kisbech 

(3)  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough 

(4)  Addenbrookes  Hospital,  Cambridge 

(5)  Doddington  Hospital,  Doddington 

(6)  Barton  Road  Hospital,  kisbech  (Aged  Sick) 


(b)  Maternity 

Bowthorpe  Maternity  Home,  k isbech 

All  primiparous  mothers  may  be  confined  in  hospital  and  other 
mothers  may  be  admitted  for  obstetic  abnormality.  A  few 
mothers  are  admitted  for  very  difficult  social  circumstances. 

( c)  Infectious  Diseases 

Isolation  Hospital,  Peterborough 

Hardwick  Isolation  Hospital,  King's  Lynn 

( d)  Tuberculosis 

The  area  chest  physician  holds  a  weekly  clinic  at  North 
Cambridgeshire  Hospital,  isbech. 

In-patient  accommodation  is  provided  through  the  East 
Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

( e )  Mental  Illness 

•  Accommodation  is  provided  (through  the  East  Anglian 

Regional  Hospital  Board)  usual  y  in  FulboUrne  Hospital. 

This  is  arranged  directly  by  the  Local  General  Practi¬ 
tioners. 

(f )  Veneral  Disease 

(1)  Addenbrookes  Hospital,  Cambridge 

(2)  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough. 

(3)  ..est  Norfolk  and  King's  Lynn  Hospital. 

(g)  Medical  Equipment  Service 

uedical  equipment  is  provided  on  loan  by  the  St.  Johns 
Ambulance  division  and  the  Red  Cross  Medical  Loan  Depot 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 
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COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

(a)  Midv/ifery,  General  Sick  and  Public  Health  Nursing 

The  Nursing  Staff  is  employed  "by  the  Isle  of  Ely  County 
Council  either  directly  or  hy  arrangement  with  the 
County  Nursing  Association  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946. 

The  two  full  time  midwives  and  relief  midwives  are 
qualified  to  administer  gas/air  analgesia,  pethedine 
and  trilene  and  the  necessary  machines  approved  hy  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  are  available  for  their  use. 

(B)  Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service 

There  are  three  ambulances  garaged  at  Wisbech  Motors 
Ltd.,  Norwich  Road,  ,.isbech. 

( C )  Infant  and  Child  Welfare 


The  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  Hill  Street  is 
held  weekly  on  Friday  afternoons. 

The  midwives  hold  an  Antenatal  Clinic  for  expectant  mothers 
who  are  to  be  confined  at  home. 

(D)  School  Minor  Ailments  Clinic 
County  Clinic,  Lynn  Road,  wisbech. 

(E)  Home  Help  Service 


Available  for  confinements ,  cases  of  illness  and  for 
social  reasons  in  the  aged. 


LABORATORY  services 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Peterborough  and  District  Memorial  Hospital. 
Midland  Road, 

Peterborough. 

(Directors  Dr.  J.  Glencross) 

Public  Analyst, 

The  Laboratory, 

Tenison  Road, 

Cambridge. 

(S.  Greenburgh  P.H.D. ,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.) 


Health.  Education 


-  6  - 

OTHER  SERVICES 


All  primiparous  worn en  are  given  the  opportunity  of  attending 
relaxation  and  Mother  and  Baby  Care  classes  during  their  pregnancy. 
Recognised  omen’s  Meetings  e.g.  Church  Groups  and  'women’s  Rural 
Institute  Meetings,  occasionally  ask  for  a  speaker  on  Health  Educa¬ 
tion,  and  such  requests  are  readily  complied  with  hy  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

Lectures  on  the  y/ork  of  the  department  have  been  given  by 
Mr.  Brook  and  his  staff  to  students  at  the  Isle  of  Ely  College. 
Visits  to  the  practical  side  of  the  work  were  also  arranged. 

INFECTIOUS  -WlSiiiAui-jo 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Number  of  children  under  the  age  of  1  year  who  have 
completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  during  the  year 
Between  the  ages  of  1  and  4  years 
Between  the  ages  of  5  and  14  years- 
Boosters 


oooooooooooooooocooooco 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


0000000000000003 


oooooooooooooeoooooooooooooooooOoooooooooo 


1 60 
25 
15 
185 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  -  1963 


Total  Cases 
Notified 


Smallpox 
Scarlet  Never 
Diphtheria 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Enteric  Never 
Measles 
whooping  Cough 
Paratyphoid  Never 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Nood  Poisoning- 
Dysentery 
Chickenpcx 


000000000000000000000000000090000000000000 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO'OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

OOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOO 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOO  O  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOCOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOnOOOOOOO 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOftOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

O  O  0  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOfiOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

OOOOOOOOOOOO  OO  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


0 

21 

0 

2 

3 
0 
0 

123 

5 

0 

0 

0 

4 
3 

65 


Notifications  of  Tuberculosis 
Age  Periods 


1 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65  and  over 


Nev/  Cases 
Pulmonary 

M.  N. 


0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 


New  Cases 
N  on-Pulmonar.y 


M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total 


4_ 2 


0 


0 
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Ships  from  Smallpox  Areas 

Two  ships  from  countries  where  there  were  cases  of 
smallpox  arrived  in  the  Porte  These  were  visited  and  a 
satisfactory  state  of  vaccination  assured  in  all  the  crew. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  -  1963 


Tuberculosis ,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis s  other 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
..hooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections  . . 0 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 


OOOOOOOOOOto  '• 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

oooooooooooooooooooo 

oooooooooooooooooeoooooocooo 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

OOOOOOOOOOO 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


OOOOOOOOOOO 


o  o  o  o 


oo  oooooooooo 


oooooooooooo 


0 

4 

6 

0 

0 


Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 15 
Leukaemia,  aleukeamia  0000000..000000.0  1 

Uiabetes  ooooo.ooo.oeooooooeoooooooo.oo  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  ...13 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ..............19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .......  2 

Other  heart  disease  o...o...soee.....o.  5 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...... ...... .  1 

Influenza  o.oooeoo.oooo.oooooo.ooooa.oo 

Pneumonia  oo.o.. 000000.0000000000000.0.12 

Bronchitis  OO.OOOOOC.OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO.OO  7 


Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . .  1 
Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  .....  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ....  1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . .... ... ...... .  0 

tiyperplas.  a  of  prostate  ..... ........ .  0 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .......  0 

Congenital  malformations  ........ ......  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 12 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ........ ...... .  2 

All  other  accidents  ....0.06.000.00.00.  2 

Suicide 


oooooooooooooooooooooooeooooooo 


Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Total 


ooeooooo 


0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

2 

2 

13 

0 

2 

19 
17 

3 

20 

4 

0 

13 

4 

3 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

3 

0 

0 


Total 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

8 

2 

2 

28 

1 

3 
32 
36 

5 

29 

5 

1 

25 

11 

4 
3 
3 
0 
0 
0 
2 

22 

2 

5 
2 
0 


0  0  9  0  0  0 


114  126 


240 


8 


Deaths  from  selected  causes  during  the  years  1939 

to  1963 


1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Lung  Cancer 

2 

7 

8 

8 

motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

All  other  accident 

4 

3 

6 

9 

5  ! 

Suicide 

2 

3 

2 

4 

2  1 

- - - 

I  draw  your  attention  to  these  causes  of  death  as 
being  essentially  preventable.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
lung  cancer ,  of  course,  gives  no  indication  of  the  number 
of  cases  diagnosed  and  successfully  treated. 
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REPORT  OF  TEE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

.  .FOP  THE  YEAR  1963 


To  the  ./orshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Eisbech. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  seventh  Annual  Report. 

The  printed  text  may  appear  rather  later  than  expected  but 
this  can  be  explained  simply  by  the  fact  that  1964  has  provided 
few  opportunities  to  set  abouc  rhe  task. 

Progress  in  dealing  with  unsuitable  housing  in  the  Borough 
has  continued.  The  number  of  families  rehoused  from  such 
property  decreased  ov/ing  to  an  insufficiency  of  the  type  of 
dwelling  for  single  and  elderly  persons.  The  next  two  years 
should  sec  an  appreciable  change  in  the  type  of  dwelling. to 
be  constructed.  A  special  survey  of  the  structural  and 
sanitary  condition  of  houses  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  Borough 
was  completed.  The  findings  were  far  better  than  anticipated. 
The  core  of  the  Slum  Clearance  remains  within  the  built  up 
area.  Every  effort  was  made  to  publicise  the  facilities  for 
Improvement  Grants,  ho  spectacular  achievements  were  secured 
in  this  sphere,  but  a  steady  flow  of  applications  came  forward. 
Houses  in  multiple  occupation  have  been  kept  strictly  under 
review.  Ho  marked  increase  in  this  sort  of  letting  p/as 
noticed.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  apparent  how  quickly  new 
tenants  seized  upon  the  chance  to  occupy  an  apartment  when  a 
vacancy  arose. 

Caravan  Sites  are  with  us  to  stay.  Site  Operators  have 
been  slow  to  fulfil  conditions  laid  down  under  legislation 
of  1961.  The  Housing  Waiting  list  is  well  sprinkled  with 
names  of  applicants  anxious  to  leave  their  temporary  dwellings. 
The  incidence  f  Seasonal  Caravan  Dwellers  was  further 
examined  by  a  Sub-Committee  representing  the  neighbourhood 
but  the  majority  considered  no  problem  existed.  The  Fens  owe 
something  to  the  itinerant  agricultural  labour  force  and  one  day 
some  contribution  will  perhaps  be  made  towards  the  national 
effort  to  give  these  persons  a  more  settled  life. 

October  19^3  brought  two  marked  changes  in  the  duties 
of  meat  ins  section.  Firstly  the  new  Regulations  paved  the 
way  for  Compulsory  inspection  of  all  carcases  and  offal, 
together  with  the  making  of  changes  for  such  service.  -Secondly 
the  recently  constructed  Abattoir  was  purchased  by  an  i  nter- 
national  moat  company  and  an  increased  throughput  brought 
new  demands  on  the  staff. 
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Food  Hygiene  needs  actions  and  not  words •  Wherever  possible 
advice  of  this  subject  was  given  to  all  forms  of  traders  and 
processors.  Questions  are  often  posed  regarding  practices  and 
habits  which  are  suspect.  On  examination  the  Hygiene  Regulations 
are  not  in  keeping  with  public  opinion  of  19^3  and  need  revision. 

The  new  Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act,  19&3  will  bring 
perhaps  500  -  1 ,000  premises  within  the  scope  of  new  legislation. 

The  requirements  though  not  fantastic,  come  under  extensive  headings 
and  the  burden  of  enforcement  will  be  considerable. 

uay  I  thank  Dr.  Groom  for  his  kindness  and  wish  him  well  in 
retirement.  During  the  year  we  welcomed  Dr.  Doreen  martin  as  new 
medical  Officer  of  Health. 

'Phe  staff  have  been  most  loyal  for  which  I  am  indeed  grateful, 
the  prompting  and  guidance  of  the  Committee  has  been  fully 
appreciated. 


I  am  ivlr.  mayor.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 


D.  BROMIC 


F.A.P.H.I. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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.ATLR  SUPPLY 


The  Borough  o'f  Wisbech  is  a  constituent  authority  of  the  Wisbech 
and  district  ..ater  Board  and  a  mains  water  supply  is  available  to 
almost  every  dwellinghouse  in  the  Borough. 

.The1 supply  is  obtained  from  shallow  bore  holes  and  the  River 
•  '  liar  at.  i.arham?  Norfolk  and  has  always  been  satisfactory  in  quality 
after  initial  treatment  at  the  source. 

During  the  summer  the  Board  found  it  necessary  to  impose  restric¬ 
tions  on  the  use  of  water  for  certain  purposes  and  steps  are  at  present 
being  taken  to  obtain  an  increased  supply. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent  effect  and  no 
contamination  has  occurred  which  called  for  special  action  by  the 
Department . 

A  repent  survey  of  the  rural  parts  of  the  Borough  has  enabled 
an  accurate  figure  to  be  obtained  of  the  number  of  houses  within  the 
Borough  which  have  no  internal  water  supply.  This  figure  is  6l  and 
shows  that  approximately  1 89  persons  live  in  accommodation  without 
this  amenity,  l.ost  of  the  houses  involved  will  be  dealt  with  by 
slum  clearance  within  the  next  few  years. 

Examination  of  hater  Supply 

The  Manager  of  the  Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board  has  made 
available  regular  monthly  summaries  of  routine  bacteriological  samples 
taken  in  the  Borough  in  addition  to  which  the  Department  has  made  use 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

The  samples  taken  by  the  Department  include  mains  water  from 
domestic 9  office,  factory  and  canteen  taps,  from  a  standpipe  in  the 
Chapel  Road  Car  Park  during  the  Mart  and  from  the  port  hydrants  used 
for  supplying  ships.  In  addition  samples  were  taken  from  private 
sources  used  by  dwellings  in  the  rural  part  of  the  Borough.  Two  of 
these  were  unsatisfactory,  one,  a  tank  collecting,  roof  water,  was 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  further  samples  were  satisfactory.  The  other 
was  from  a  soft  water  cistern  and  although  the  attention  of  the  owner/ 
occupier  was  drawn  to  the  possible  danger  of  using  the  source  she 
decided  to  continue  to  use  water  from  it  after  boiling. 


Samples 

Sa  ti s — 

Unsatis- 

water  Boards 

submitted 

factory 

factory 

Chemical  . . 

59 

59 

Nil 

Bacteriological  . . 

305 

305 

Nil 

Public  Health  Department? 

Bacteriological  . 

89 

85 

4 

Typical  Chemical  Analysis 

Tapwater  5.12.63.  12.30  p.m 
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Bacteriological  Examination 

Humber  of  Bacteria  growing  on  Agar  per  ml.  in  24 
hours  at  37°C  . .  0 

lumber  of  Bacteria  growing  on  Agar  per  ml.  in  72 
hours  at  20°  -  22  JC  . .  0 

Coliform  count  per  100  ml.  . . .  0 

Eact.  coli  I  Count  per  100  ml . . . .  0 

Physical  Characteristics 

.appearance  ...  Clear  and  Bright  pH  . 7»1 

Turbidity  ....  Nil  Odour  ......  Nil 

Colour  .......  Nil  Taste  .  Nil 


Chemical  Analysis  expressed  as  parts  per  million 


Free  CO  . 

21 .6 

Aluminium  (a1)  .... 

Nil 

Oxygen  dissolved  ...... 

Not 

Calcium  (Ca)  ...... 

103.5 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4-brs.- 
at  27  C)  . . 

examined 

0.13 

Iron  (Fe)  . . . 

Magnesium  (Mg)  .... 
Manganese  (Ivin)  .... 

0.005 

4.87 

Nil 

Nitrogen  Ammoniacal  . . . 

Nil 

Lead  (Pb)  . 

Nil 

"  Albuminoid  . . . 

0.005 

Sodium  (Na)  . . 

17.6 

M  Nitrate  ...... 

6.8 

Zinc  (Zn)  . . 

Nil 

Nitrite  . 

Nil 

Silica  (S3.O2)  . 

8.0 

iilkcil  ini  *t  y  •<>  o«o©oooo«» 

202.5 

Sulphate  (SO4)  .... 

46.3 

Hardness  Carbonate  .... 

202.5 

Carbonate  (CO3)  ... 

121.5 

"  Non-carbonate. 

73.5 

Chloride  (Cl)  ..... 

30 

M  Total  ........ 

276 

Fluoride  (F)  ...... 

0.07 

free  Chlorine  ...... 

Total  Solids  (l80  C) 


0.22 

365 


General  Remarks 

The  above  results  indicate  a  water  pure  and  wholesome  in 
character.  It  is  suitable  both  cnemically  and  bacterio— 
logically  as  a  public  supply  for  drinking  and  domestic 

purposes. 


J.S.  Collins 

Chemist  and  Bacteriologist 
..isbech  and  District  'Cater  Board 
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extensions  to  Mains 


Lerowe  Road  and  Stow  Road 

560  yds. 

6" 

A.  1 

George.  Street  Housing  Site 

78  " 

4" 

A.  C 

0 eft on  Avenue  Housing  Site 

162  " 

4" 

A.C 

Goddard  Crescent 

102  " 

3" 

S.I 

Grosvenor  Road 

152  " 

4" 

S .  _L 

sandall .  Pioad 

26  " 

4" 

A .  0 

i.estfield  Road 

42  " 

3" 

S.I 

Total  Mains-  laid  1)269  " 

Hev/  connections  made  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  1963  36 


W.C.  CONVERSIONS 

The  Council  paid  one  grant  towards  the  cost  of 
converting  a  pail  closet  to  a  W.C.  during  the  year. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  notices 
requiring  such  work  to  he  done. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


It  was  pleasing  to  see  the  commencement  of  work  on 
the  new  sewer  extensions  which  will  serve  Canal  Road, 

Elm  High  and  Low  Roads,  Halfpenny  Lane,  Hew  Drove,  Old¬ 
field  Lane,  Ramncth  Road  (Part),  Weasenham  Lane  and 
West mead  Avenue.  Progress  is  necessarily  slow  because 
of  the  dev/at ering  necessary  before  trenches  can  be  dug 
but  during  the  year  the  pumping  station  at  Sandall  Road 
was  completed  and  awaiting  the  pumps. 

The  staff  of  the  Borough  Engineer's  Department  has 
been  increased  and  some  positive  work  is  now  in  progress  in 
the  preparation  of  a  sewerage  scheme  for  the  West  side  of 
the  town. 
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RLFUbD  COLLECTION  A1TD  DISPOSAL 

A  regular  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  was  provided 
throughout  the  year*  All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  in  the  disused  Wisbech  Canal  at  a  point  about  five  miles 
from  the  town,  under  the  Joint  Refuse  Disposal  Scheme  operated 
along  with  the  Marshland  and  Wisbech  Rural  District  Councils. 

Indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse  continues  to  provide  a 
headache.  It  is  reasonable  to  say  that  most  of  this  rubbish  is 
of  the  type  which  would  be  accepted  as  household  refuse  and  could 
be  removed  by  the  normal  collection. 

The  normal  size  of  a  dustbin  is  becoming  insufficient  for 
families  with  more  than  four  persons,  particularly  in  summer  months. 
Similarly  more  households  have  no  means  of  burning  refuse  even  in 
winter  where  space  heating  is  provided  by  means  of  oil,  gas  or 
electricity. 

I  can  only  deduce,  therefore,  that  the  cure  lies  in  one  of 
three  methods  - 

(1)  more  frequent  collection  of  refuse, 

(2)  provision  of  additional  dustbins, 

(3)  adoption  of  an  alternative  method  of  refuse  storage  - 

e.g.  paper  sacks. 

Disposal  of  trade  wastes  from  food  processors  and  the  like  has 
been  an  intermittent  problem  in  the  past.  There  is  now  a  private 
company  operating  in  East  Anglia  which  hires  refuse  containers  to 
factories.  The  containers  are  removed  daily  or  as  required  by  means 
of  a  vehicle,  with  driver  only,  who  merely  operates  a  mechanical 
device  to  drop  or  raise  a  container. 

PUELIC  CONVENIENCES 

Pew  toilets  were  completed  at  Norwich  R.ad  replacing  tne 
dilapidated  urinal. 

The  greatest  asset  to  a  market  town  on  a  cross  country  route 
is  surely  a  modern  convenience,  an  opportunity  awaits  the  Council 
in  the  Horsefair.  Let  us  have  an  open  well  laid  out  site  and  remove 
once  and  for  all  the  temporary  arrangements  hidden  behind  advertisement 
hoardings.  More  vehicles,  particularly  coaches,  park  in  the  Hcrsefair  - 
any  traveller  today  expects  to  be  able  to  wash  his  hands  afoer  usin^ 
the  toilet. 
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There  are  8  public  conveniences  in  the  town. 


Situation 

- r 

.,omen 

Men 

-  -  -  -  --* 

■  r.  r;  i  o 

...o  s 

w.C's 

Urinals 

i - 

Barton  Hoad 

I 

1 

1 

2 

Horsefair 

3 

1 

6 

Market  Place 

4 

3 

7 

Mount  Pleasant 

2 

1 

3 

Norfolk  otreet 

3 

2 

4 

Norwich  Road 

2 

1 

3 

Old  Market 

3 

2 

6 

:  The  Park 

4 

2 

4 

PBRSOLTaL  CLDAH1MIIG 

It  was  possible  to  give  baths  to  eight  persons  at  the 
Cleansing  Station  adjacent  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  disinfection  and  disinfestation  of  bedding  and  clothing 
is  carried  out  when  necessary  by  arrangement  with  the  engineer 
of  the  Clarkson  Hospital. 

The  disinfection  of  rooms  after  infectious  disease  is 
rarely  required  nowadays  but,  if  necessary?  would  be  carried 
out  by  the  staff  of  the  department. 

■  S wTHIIING  BaTHS 

The  Borough  Council  own  and  operate  at  Crabmarsh  an  Open 
Air  Swimming  Pool?  132 '6"  long  by  30'  wide  by  6* 6"  at  deep  end 
and  )3,6M  at  shallow  end?  giving  a  capacity  .of  120?000  gallons. 

The  source  of  water  used  in  the  Bath  is  the  main  supply 
of  the  bisbech  and  District  ..ater  Board.  The  treatment  is  by 
a  Bell  Bros,  bath  filtration  plant  using  soda  and  alumina  prior 
to  filtration  and  chlorination.  The  water  in  the  baths  is 
changed  every  6  hours. 

Nine  samples  of  water  from  this  bath  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  were  found  satisfactory.  ,  , 

Two  school  swimming  pools  are  in  use  in  the  town?  one  at 
Queen's  Boys'  School  and  one  at  the  Peckover  School.  Both  are 
open  air  baths  and  have  filtration  plants?  the  water  being 
chlorinated  by  hypochlorite  solution.  Seven  samples  were  taken 
from  the  Queen's  Boys'  School  bath  and  three  samples  from 
Peckover?  all  of  which  were  satisfactory,  be  were  again  in¬ 
debted  to  Mr.  Collins?  the  Cater  Board  Chemist  for  his  advice 
in  solving  several  problems  which  occurred  in  relation  to 
these  pools. 


Registration  and  Licensing 
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’’milk 


There  are  22  names  on  the  Register  of  Distributors  of 
milk  and  4  premises  registered  as  Dairies . 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 


samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory 9  Peterborough  for  examination. 


Type  of  Milk 

No.  of 
samples 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

- - 

1 

Biological 

Test 

Sat 

Unsat 

Sat. 

Unsat . 

Sat  .jUnsat 

*Dcl*fc  o 

Unsat . 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

16 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

 . 

0 

12 

0 

Pasteurised 

81 

.  . 

54 

12 

81 

0 

0 

.. 

0 

0 

0 

T.T.  Past. 

66 

48 

1 

66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sterilised 

...  — - 

34 

0 

0 

0 

' 

0 

34 

0 

0 

0 

Cream 

2 

1 

0 

- 

2 

0 

. 

0 

.. 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

199 

106  1  13  149 

* 

0 

34 

0 

12 

0 

Two  of  the  samples  which  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test  v/ere 
from  the  supply  tank  of  a  tea  vending  machine  in  a  local  factory. 
Samples  from  other  machines  in  the  same  factory  as  were  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  replenishing  the  milk  supply  and  sterilising  the  contain¬ 
ers  and  it  was  assumed  that  the  reason  for  failure  was  a  breakdown 
in  the  refrigeration  mechanism.  As  the  machines  were  about  to  be 
replaced  by  a  type  using  powdered  ingredients  only,  it  was  not 
possible  to  investigate  further. 

The  remaining  methylene  blue  failures  were  of  milk  supplied  to 
schools.  Strong  representations  were  made  to  the  County  Council  who 
both  register  the  dealer  and  place  the  contracts  for  school  milk 
but  despite  energetic  following  up  by  their  officers,  the  matter  was 
not  resolved  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Another  instance  of  co-operation  between  authorities  was  in 
the  case  of  untreated  (Tuberculin  Tested)  milk  which  is  sold  in 
small  quantities  in  the  town.  Samples  of  this  milk  which  were 
submitted  to  the  Peterborough  Public  Health  Laboratory  showed  the 
presence  of  the  organism  Staphylococcus  aureus,  certain  strains  ox 
which  can  cause  food  poisoning.  Further  examination  showed  that 
this  was  not  one  of  the  food  poisoning  types  byt  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  of  the  area  where  the  farm  is  situated  was  notified  and 
he  was  able  to  take  further  samples  and  identify  the  particular 
cows  v/hich  were  excreting  the  organism  in  their  milk.  These  were 
removed  from  the  herd  and  given  treatment  to  check  the  infection. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  it  appeared  that  the  herd  was  clear  of 
inf ection. 
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bLxiUG:rrzRHOUs:.:s 

Three  licensed  slaughterhouses  continued  in  operation 
during  1963®  The  new  abattoir ,  opened  in  January,  19^2j 
was  purchased  by  an  international  meat  wholesale  company 
in  October,  1983=  The  company  have  already  commenced 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  adjoining  land  and  sub¬ 
mitted  outline  plans  for  extensions  providing  a  chill 
room,  frozen  meat  depot,  additional  lairage  and  office 
accommodation*  A  noticeable  increase  in  the  throughput 
of  cattle  and  sheep  became  apparent  towards  the  end  of  the 
year. 


The  hours  of  slaughter  remained  much  the  same, 
although  there  was  an  increased  throughput  in  slightly 
less  time  at  the  n ew  abattoir.  An  increased  labour  force 
and  cold  storage  facilities  to  be  provided  in  the  early 
months  of  1 9 64  may  alleviate  this  problem.  Sundays  have 
been  generally  free  from  slaughtering*  A  considerable 
amount  of  meat  is  despatched  to  regional  sales  points  on 
Sundays  and  occasional  surveillance  of  loading  is  necessary. 

Compulsory  meat  inspection  according  to  a  new  and  rigid 
code  commenced  in  October,  1983*  The  inspector  must  make 
far  more  observations  and  incisions  in  offal  and  carcases 
before  reaching  final  judgement  of  fitness.  Finally,  fit 
carcases  must  be  stamped  to  identify  the  authority  and 
individual  inspector.  The  Leat  Inspection  Regulations 
permit  local  authorities  to  make  a  charge  for  all  carcases 
properly  inspected  and  stamped,  (maximum  2/6d.  per  beast, 

9d,  per  pig,  6d.  per  sheep,  provided  the  charges  are 
reasonable  having  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  service.)  The 
local  Butchers  Association  questioned  the  imposition  of 
the  maximum  charges  fixed  locally  but  no  alteration  was 
made.  The  matter  is  to  be  kept  under  consideration  after 
the  scheme  has  been  in  operation  for  a  year. 
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Humber  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1963c. 


jCattle  ■ 
lexcludj 
i-ing 
i c  ows  i 

Cows 

| 

i 

Calves 

t 

I 

i 

i 

| 

i 

Sheep  j 
and 
Lambs 

1 

Pigs  ‘ Sows 
i  and 
i Boars  1 

! 

i 

iiumber  killed 

- 1 - r 

2,293  ;  99 

i 

5 

2,739 | 

1 

8,281 ; 1 ,408 

' 

Humber  inspected 

2,293  99  j 

i 

5 

2,739 

8,281 j 

1,408 

All  discuses  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticercosis 3 

whole  carcases  condemned 

. 

i 

y  :  3i 

2 

! 

i 

1 

2 

...  .  . 

•j 

20 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

! 

i 

e?9  i  io 

-  ! 

1 

6 

• 

1 

420! 

_ 

102 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  di- 
-sease  other  than  Tubercu¬ 
losis  and  Cysticercosis 

i 

10.3# 

13.1$ 

40 i 

0  o  29/0 

1 

- 

5.6# 

.  — -.1 

8.5# 

Tuberculosis  only? 

..hole  carcases  condemned 

1 

] 

- 

_ 

_ 

. 

I 

— 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

. 

2 

- 

66 

34 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuber cul os i s 

0.09# 

i 

1  : 
i 

— 

i 

0.8# 

1  ' 

2.4# 

— 

Cysticercosis  s 

Carcases  of  which  seme 
part  or  organ  ru  con¬ 
demned 

1  13 

1 

L I 

I  ' 

1 

1 

i — 14 — 1 

/  -  h 

• 

. 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

i  13 

i 

l 

i 

1 

1 - 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 

•  1 

condemned  ; 

i  __ 

i 

1 

i  _  ' 

i 

Total  number  of  aninals  slaughtered  -  14,815 
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Quantities  Condemned 

Tuberculosis  .................  1,1 85  lbs. 

Other  Diseases  ................  19*583  lbs. 

20,748  lbs. 


The  details  of  slaughtering  carried  out  within  the  Borough 
during  the  past  five  years  are  as  follows  f.- 


Year 

Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

bheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  incio 
sows  and 
boars 

\  Total  number  of 
animals  expressed 
in  Cattle  Units 

1959  ! 

1,694 

21 

3*920 

10,725 

7,347 

I960 

1*772 

22 

2,640 

10,548 

7,581 

1961 

| 

1*774 

15 

2,554 

9,650 

7,115 

1962 

2,072 

16 

2,384 

9,533 

|  7*323 

1963 

_ 

2,392 

5 

2,739 

9,689 

7,785 

KKaCKBRS  YARD 

The  only  Knackers  Yard  within  the  Borough  closed  in  raid  19^3® 
The  premises  together  with  surrounding  agricultural  land  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Borough  Council.  The  dwindling  throughput  did  not 
warrant  the  expense  required  to  modernise  the  dilapidated  buildings 
and  there  is  no  likelihood  of  the  premises  or  land  being  used  again 
as  a  Knackers  Yard.  Two  knackers  yards  are  available  within  10 
miles  of  ..isbech. 

Carcases  admitted  to  the  Knackers  Yard 

during  year  ending  31st  December,  1963 


rlOFS  GS  ©•oooooooooooooooo  oc.oo  l'llj. 

Cattle  excluding  cows  ........  11 

C  OWS  .0..  OO.e.OO.  tto.o.  000.0000 
Calves  .......................  9 

bheep  .  0  . . .  »o«»ooo..«o.o.o«o»  4 


Licences  to  daughter  and  otun  Animals 


19  persons  were  licensed  to  slaughter  and  stun  animals 
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BaCTERI 0 LQ GI  CAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 


The  following  items  of  food  were  sent  to  the  Peterborough 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 


Spray  Dried  Chinese  Egg 

^  OH  P  ooooooooeoooeooooooo 

Soup  Powder  • .... ...... . 

Li  lk  Powder  oo.oo.eoooo. 


o 


o 


Coffee  Powder  oooo.ooo...ooo.ooooo 
Drinking  Chocolate  powder  . ... ... . 

Drinking  Chocolate  » . 
Bacon  and  urapper  oo..  o.oo.o.oo.oo 
Empty  luncheon  meat  can  .......... 

Empty  steak  and  kidney  pie  can  . . . 


1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


All  of  the  samples  were  free  from  food  poisoning  organisms. 

The  dried  egg  was  submitted  for  examination  following  re¬ 
ports  that  Salmonella  infection  had  been  found  to  be  present  in 
such  egg  in  another  part  of  the  country.  Only  one  baker  in  the 
town  used  the  particular  product  and  this  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


The  soup  and  beverages  were  taken  from  vending  machines 
operating  in  factories  and  a  shop  in  the  town. 

The  bacon  and  cans  were  submitted  following  a  case  of 
suspected  food  poisoning  but  no  incriminating  organisms  were 
isolated. 


Sale  OF  UNFIT  FOOD 

During  the  year  the  department  dealt  with  8  formal  com¬ 
plaints  relating  either  to  foreign  bodies  in  food  or  unfit¬ 
ness  of  food. 

In  2  cases,  relating  to  cement  in  a  milk  bottle  and  sour¬ 
ness  in  cake ,  the  facts  were  reported  to  the  Council  and  the 
firms  concerned  were  given  formal  warning  that  a  repetition 
of  the  offence  would  result  in  legal  proceedings  being  taken. 


In  respect  of  the  six  other  cases  the  matters  were  inves¬ 
tigated  by  the  public  health  inspectors  who  after  investiga¬ 
tion  were  satisfied  that  the  firms  concerned  had  taken  all 
possible  steps  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  oifence  and  that 
legal  proceedings  were  not  warranted  in  these  cases.  The 
cases  concerned  glass  in  mincemeat,  cotton  wool  in  minced 
chicken  in  jelly,  fly  in  meat  pie,  sour-  custard  tart,  . otton 
wool  in  loaf  of  bread  and  glass  in  chips. 
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FOOD  SHOPS 


Ohe  following  tabulated  list  gives  the  number  of  the 
various  types  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough, 


oo,oo»oooooooo«ooo»ooi>oo,oo 


Bakehouses 

*Ppq 

0«OOooO°0°oOO©OOOOOOOOC©OOOOOOOeOOO 

Grocers  and  General  Mixed  Stores  ........ 

Greengrocers  ...... ....00000(>,e,00##(1##(># 

l  ishmongers  •  •.....•.•o..,,... 

Fried  Fish  Shops 
Butchers  •  •••,•. 

Food  Factories  . ...o 0  „  „ 
wholesale  Fruit  Merchants  (processors)  . . 
Flour  Millers  and  Granary  . . . . .  . .  0 . . .  c  „  .  „ 
Licensed  Premises  and  Registered  Clubs 
Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 
Market  Stalls 
Confectioners 


o  o 


oooooooeeooooeooo 
©ooooaooooooeeooooooooooooo 
©oooooooooooooooooocoooooo© 


13 

12 

66 

13 

5 

13 
31 

14 
13 

2 

62 

1 

35 

15 


-List  of  improvements  and  unsatisfactory  conditions 
remedied  in  food  premises. 


Sinks  provided  ............ 

Hot  water  provided  ........ 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  . 
Premises  repaired  . . . . . . . . . 

Floors  repaired ............ 

W.C's  provided  ............ 

■  • C  *  s  repaired  ............ 

Drains  repaired  . .  . .  „ . . .  . .  , 
Artificial  lighting  . . . . . . . 

Cleansed  and  redecorated  . . 


o  o  o 


o  0  o 


©  o  o 

©  ©  o 


0  O  O 


O  O  O  0  o 

o  o  e  o  o 

o  o  o  o  o 

o  0  O  O  o 

o  o  o  e  o 

o  ©  ©  ©  © 

o  ©  o  o  o 

o  o  o  o  o 

o  ©  o  o  o 

o  o  e  o  o 


o  o  o 

o  o  o 

©00 

0  0© 

0  O  o 

0  ©  o 

o  o  o 

0  O  o 

o  o  o 

o  o  o 


3 

8 

3 

5 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

8 


UlTSOUBD  FOOD 


me  following  foodstuffs,  apart  from  meat  in  slaughter¬ 
houses,  were  found  unfit  and  surrendered. 


Tins 


Meat 

Fruit 


©OOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

Milk  and  Cream  ............. 

S  n  .00.  o,.  0.0.00..  000®.... 

Vegetables  »o. ........ ...... 


OOOQOOOOOOOO 

oooooooooooa 

OOOOOOOOOOOO 

OOOOOOOOOOO© 

OOOOOOOOOOOO 


97 

42 

10 

10 

52 


211 
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Unsound  Food  cont'd  . 


Various 


Frozen  foods  (various) 
Lemon  Squash 
Jam 

Vegetables  (various) 
Cooked  Meats 
Sausages  . . . 

Bacon 
Fish 

Confectionery 
Cheese 
Fresh  Fruit 
Cakes 


ooooooeooo 

ooooooooo  oooooooo 

arious)  . . 

ooooooooo* 

ooooooooooo 

O0OO0OOOOOOOOOOOO 

000000000*00000000 

ooooooooo 

0000000000*00000 

00000000*00 


eoooooooooooooeoo 


oeooooooooo 

ooooooooooo 

00000000*00 

ooooooooooo 

00*00000000 

000*0000000 

00  0  00*00000 

0*00*000*00 

0000*0*0000 

ooooooooooo 

00*00000000 

000*0000000 


Is  449 

packets 

12 

bottles 

30 

jars 

4 

tons ,2cwt 

60^ 

fibs. 

*7i 

ribs . 

13 

lbs. 

35 

lbs . 

28 

lbs. 

130 

lbs . 

245 

lbs . 

13 

Animal  Food  Factory 


One  animal  food  processing  factory  operates  within 
the  Borough  which  handles  a  considerable  amount  of  unsound 
meat  much  of  which  arrives  from  abroad.  Effective  control 
is  maintained  in  the  handling  of  the  products  and  frequent 
visits  are  made  by  the  Inspectors#  At  all  times  the  factory 
management  has  afforded  full  co-operation. 


ICE  CREAM 


111  premises  are  registered  under  Section  1 6,  Food 
and  brugs  Act*  1955s  1  for  manufacture*  storage  and  sale 
and  110  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream, 

45  samples  of  ice  cream  and  1  iced  lolly  v/ere 
submitted  for  examination  during  the  year  with  the 
following  results s- 


Grade  I  . . 
Grade  II  . 
Grade  III 
Iced  Lolly 


35 

4 

1 

Satisfactory 


5  samples  of  ice  cream  v/ere  void. 


-  24  - 


FOOD  POISONING 

Four  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year,. 
These  were  included  in  three  outbreaks?  each  of  which  involved 
the  patient's  family  only.  Two  of  the  outbreaks  v/ere  due  to 
Salmonella  typhi -murium  (the  most  common  Salmonella)  and  in  the 
other  outbreak  the  causative  organism  was  not  identified. 

It  was  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  food  which  caused  the 
outbreaks  but  as  each  one  only  affected  a  single  family,  it  is 
probable  that  infection  of  the  food  took  place  in  the  house  and 
this  underlines  the  necessity  for  scrupulous  hygiene  in  the 
domestic  kitchen  as  -well  as  in  food  shops. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

The  year  was  a  quiet  one?  if  you  will  excuse  the  pun?  so 
far  as  complaints  of  noise  were  concerned. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  institute 
legal  proceedings  against  two  ice  cream  vendors  who  had  been 
operating  van  chimes  after  7°0  p.m.  Fines  of  £5  and  £3  v/ere 
imposed  and  this  seemed  to  acf  as  a  deterrant  as  no  further 
contraventions  were  heard. 

During  the  hot  weather  when  people  sleep  with  wide  open 
windows,  night  time  noises  become  more  annoying.  The  noise 
of  the  dewatering  pumps  at  the  site  of  the  construction  of 
the  new  sewage  pumping  station  in  Sandall  Road  was  the  subject 
of  one  complaint.  Fortunately,  this  is  a  temporary  noise  as  it 
will  move  with  the  progress  of  the  new  sewer  but  it  is  a  pity 
that  pressure  cannot  be  brought  to  bear  on  manufacturers  of 
such  pumps  to  incorporate  exhaust  silencers  and  sound  proofing 
during  manufacture. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT 


It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  there  were  no 
serious  contraventions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  Regulations 
during  the  year. 

The  nuisance  from  grit  from  the  "boiler  plant  of 
a  dry  cleaning  factory  continued  despite  the  efforts 
of  the  firm  to  counter  it.  Legal  notices  were  served 
and  many  spot  checks  made  and  at  the  end  of  1963?  they 
finally  conceded  defeat  to  the  old  inefficient  plant 
and  ordered  a  new  oil-fired  boiler  and  furnace. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  new  plant  is  in 
operation  and  working  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  approval  was  given  to  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  three  new  boiler  plants  as  follows s- 

1.  Two  "Hoval"  dual  fired  vertical  type  boilers  at 

the  new  Clinic  and  Divisional  Welfare  Offices ? 
Horsefair^  and  designed  to  burn  solid  or  liquid 
fuel  or  solid  wastes. 

2.  One  "Daveypaxman"  locomotive  type  boiler  at 

The  British  Basket  &  Besto  Co.  Ltd.?  Lever- 
ington  Road?  and  designed  to  burn  wood 
waste. 

3.  One  "Dodman”  economic  type  boiler  at  Laytons 

Dry  Cleaners?  Falcon  Road?  and  designed  to 
burn  oil. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  difficulties  some¬ 
times  experienced  in  persuading  architects  of  the  need 
to  provide  sufficient  chimney  height.  It  would  be 
lamentable  if  the  interest  of  clean  air  should  be 
sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  contemporary  architectural 
practice . 
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HOUSING 


A  SLUM  GLhAPuHTCin 


Two  inquiries  were  conducted  on  behalf  of  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  connection  with  7 
Clearance  Areas  included  in  5  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders* 

One  Order  was  rejected  by  the  Minister  involving  1  Unfit 
house  5  2  fit  houses  together  with  some  adjacent  land. 

1. o  new  Orders  were  made  during  1963.  One  representation 
was  made  in  respect  of  property  in  Cannon  Street,  The  Council 
defered  consideration  for  six  months.  It  was  not  considered 
that  suitable  alternative  housing  accommodation  would  be 
available  for  the  small  unit  families. 

The  period  between  the  area  being  represented  and  the 
property  cleared  is  somewhat  protracted.  Frustration  exists 
amongst  occupiers,  many  of  whom  are  elderly  persons. 

The  scars  of  Slum  Clearance  become  more  apparent  near  the 
town  centre  as  the  gradual  progress  of  rehousing  families  and 
demolition  proceeds  in  the  George  Street/Elizabeth  Terrace  and 
Agenoria  Street/Trafalgar  How  areas,  riot  many  houses  were 
vacated  during  the  year  owing  to  the  absence  of  suitable 
accommodation  for  the  aged  single  old  person  or  elderly  couple. 
The  sites  will  only  be  useful  for  redevelopment  when  all  the 
properties  have  been  demolished  -  but  this  exercise  is  slow 
when  individual  persons  .must  remain  the  sole  occupant  in  a 
block,  whilst  awaiting  suitable  accommodation.  Deferred 
demolition  brings  areas  into  disrepute.  Vandalism  is 
rampant.  Itinerants  are  ever  ready  to  enjoy  the  shelter  of 
the  roof  and  walls  of  a  vacant  dwelling.  Demolition  is 
arranged  by  the  Borough  Engineer  on  a 'ho  erst  basis"  with 
interested  contractors.  At  times  progress  seems  slow  and 
methods  somewhat  crude.  I  realise  that  our  citizens  abhor 
the  sight  of  partially  demolished  blocks  and  barren  land. 

The  unsavoury  process  should  not  be  allowed  to  deter  the 
Council  from  pressing  on  with  further  schemes.  In  three 
years  time  the  face  value  of  the  clearance  and  redevelopment 
-  say  in  George  Street/Elizabeth  Terrace  area  will  be  something 
to  be  proud  of. 

Estimated  number  of  unfit  houses  remaining  ........  648 

Dumber  of  years  necessary  to  deal'  with  above  houses  13 
Applicants  on  waiting  list  at  end  of  1963  «.•••••••  248 

Houses  completed  in  1963s  Wisbech  Corporation  .....  44 

Private  enterprise  ......  8 

L otal  post  war  houses  completed  o,ooooooeoooo©.oooe1 324 
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Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  elsewhere 

Return  for  tlie  year  ending  31st  December,  19^3 


i  A.  Houses  demolished 

In  Clearance  Ar eas 

Houses 

demolished 

misplaced  during 
year 

Persons 

1  Families 

Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

21 

105 

! 

38 

Lot  in  Clearance  Areas 

i  As  a  result  of  formal  or  in 
-formal  procedure  under 
Secs*  16  or  1 7( 1 )  Housing 
Act,  1957 

6 

4 

1 

|  Local  authority  owned 

houses  certified  unfit  by 
j  the  medical  Officer  of 
Health 

3 

Nil 

t 

Nil 

3.  Unfit  houses  closed 

Lumber 

Under  Secs.  1 6  ( 4 )  ?  17(0 
and  35(0  Housing  Act, 

1957  and  26  Housing  Act, 
1961 

1 

3 

9 

2 

Parts  of  buildings  closed 
under  Sec.  18  Housing  Act, 

1957 

- 

C.  Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses 
in  which  defects  were  remedied 

By 

owner 

3y  Local  j 
Authority  j 

After  informal  action  by  Local 

Authority 

31 

After  formal  action  under  Public 

Health  Acts 

6 

! 

After  formal  notice  under  Secs.  9 
and  16  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

demolition  of  Unfit  Houses  took  place  at»- 

Clearance  .ureas  -  21 

1,  2,  3 » _ 10,  11,  12  Llizabeth  Terrace 
1,  2,  11,  12,  15)  23)  24)  27s  28 -and  29  George  Street 
15s  16)  17  and  29  Napier  Terrace 
9  Trafalgar  Row 
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Individual  Unfit  Houses 

(a)  Formal  bet ion  -  5 

7  Golding  Street 
54  Norfolk  Street 
1  and  2  Park  View 
1 1 A  kh.it "by  Street 

(b)  Informal  Action  -  Nil 

Council  Owned  Properties  -  3 

66  Elizabeth.  Per  race 
"Bareilly",  Tinkers  Prove 
7  V/aterlees  Road 


B.  IMPROVEMENT  OF  DV, FILLINGS 

(House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959) 

Once  again  it  is  encouraging  to  record  that  the  number 
of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  increased  by  more  than 
40$  over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

There  was  a  similar  increase  in  the  number  of  requests 
for  informal  inspections  and  advice  and  it  was  pleasing  to 
see  that  approximately  three-quarters  of  these  informal 
visits  resulted  in  firm  applications.  Again  there  was  a 
general  reluctance  by  elderly  people  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  grants  and  it  was  noted  with  regret  that  the  only 
application  to  be  withdrawn  was  done  so  because  of  the  tenant 
refusing  consent. 

The  progress  of  the  Housing  Bill  allowing  partial  im¬ 
provements  is  watched  with  interest  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  grant  may  be  forthcoming  for  those  unfortunate  people 
who  find  they  cannot  claim  a  Standard  Grant  for  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  antique  geysers  which  were  never  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  piped  hot  water  supply.  This  problem  is  ever  real 
in  V/isbech  and  it  is  regretted  that  at  present  no  grant  is 
available  towards  the  cost  of  a  new  heating  unit  designed 
to  serve  all  appliances. 

Standard  Grants. 

Applications  received  .o....... 00.0.0.00 

Applications  passed  .ooooo.ooo.e.oo.o.o® 

Applications  rejected  -  unfit  ... ....... 

Applications  withdrawn  ................. 

Cases  in  which  work  was  completed  and  grant  paids- 
33  applications  for  a  total  of  £3*542.  19s.  Od. 


46 

45 

0 

1 
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Standard  Grants  cont 1 d  . . . . . 


Amenities  provided  with  aid  of  grants i- 


Bathrooms  o .  o  o  o  o . 
Hot  water  systems 
Larders  . .  . .  o  o  o .  o 
V/ash-hand  "basins 
V/ater  closets  .  . « 


0  O  O  0  0  o 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  O  O  o  O  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  O  O  0  o  o 


OOOOOOOOOOTOOOOO 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOCOO 

OOOOOOCOOOOOOOOO 

ocoeoooooooooooo 

oooooooooooooooo 


31 

33 

16 

31 

29 


Discretionary  Grants . 


During  the  year  there  was  one  application  for  a 
discretionary  grant  towards  the  cost  of  converting  one  . 
large  house  into  two  flats  and  the  application  was.  approved. 

There  were  no  cases  in  which  work  was  completed  during 

1963° 


Council  House  Improvements. 

Twenty  eight  council  owned  houses  were  improved  during 
the  year. 

C.  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


As  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  the  Harp  Inn,  the  only 
common  lodging  house  in  the  Borough,  has  Been  purchased  by  the 
Council.  No  new  lodgers  are  being  accepted  and  as  the  existing 
lodgers  leave  they  will  not  be  replaced.  The  building  is  old 
and  lacks  modern  facilities  and  its  site  will  eventually  be  used 
in  connection  with  the  new  Canal  Road. 


D.  ALMSHOUSES 


The  almshouses  in  the  town  are  as  follows  §  - 


Address 

Number 

Date 

BU’  It 

Charity  j 

King's  walk 

12 

1835 

Municipal  Charities 

Love  Lane 

5 

1813 

i!  tt 

Stermyn  Street 

6 

1813 

M  n 

1  Canal  Row 

5 

1815 

Mayors  Charity 

Lynn  Road 

5 

1897 

Mills  Charity 

-  31 


Almshouses  cont ' d  . 

The  year  saw  some  further  progress  in  the  amalgamation 
of  the  Charities  and  the  eventual  replacement  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  almshouses . 


The  representatives  of  Mills  Charity  met  the  Health 
Committee  to  discuss  the  future  of  their  almshouses  when 
they  said  that  they  did  not  consider  it  worthwhile  carry- . 
ing  out  improvements. 

A  meeting  of  all  the  charity  trustees  was  addressed  hy 
Mr.  E.L.  Hayes ,  an  Assistant  Charily  Commissioner  and  in  the 
discussion  which  followed  most  of  the  trustees  were  agreeable 
to  an  amalgamation  of  the  charities  with  the  object  of  pro¬ 
viding  some  better  type  accommodation  in  lieu  of  the  existing 
unsatisfactory  almshouses.  The  Mills  trustees  were  agreeable 
to  the  use  of  their  almshouses  which  are  in  the  best  condi¬ 
tion,  being  used  as  a  "buffer"  whilst  the  other  blocks  were 
being  cleared. 

Subsequently  the  Council  agreed  to  defer  consideration 
of  the  future  of  the  Mills  Almshouses  for  two  years  to  allow 
this  running  down  process  to  take  place. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Love  Lane  almshouses  were  all 
vacant  and  several  of  the  King's  ./a lk  dwellings  were  also 
empty . 


E.  RENT  ACT,  1937 

(Return  for  the  year  1 9^3 ) 

1 .  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  .............  3 

2.  Number  of  decisions  not  to  i  Is  sue  certificates  .......  1 


3. 


4o 


5* 


6. 


7. 


8. 


9- 


o 


Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  - 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  .......... 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ..... ° 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 
paragraph  5  of  the  first  schedule  ................. « 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  local  authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  first  schedule  . 

Number  of  certificates  issued  . . . . 


Applications  by 
cancellation  of 


landlords  to  local  authority  for 
certificates  . . .  • . .  •  •  . . . . .  • 


Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates 

Decision  by  local  authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 
tenant '  s  obj  ection  . . . . 


oooooooooooo 


Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority 


1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 


10 


ooooooooooo 
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CARAVANS 


Residential 


During  the  year  a  fourth  caravan  site  came  into  operation 
which  raised  the  total  number  of  caravan  standings  available  on 
licensed  sites  from  42  to  72. 

Progress  continued  slowly  in  the  provision  of  amenities  on 
the  three  Osborne  Road  sites  only,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year* 
much  vital  work  was  still  outstanding  and  appeared  unlikely  to 
be  completed  in  the  near  future-  The  Council  were  again  advised 
of  the  position  and  at  the  time  of  writing  legal  proceedings  are 
being  instituted  against  the  owners  of  the  sites. 

Once  again  the  Council  has  been  faced  with  numerous  desperate 
pleas  for  rehousing  from  people  in  caravans.  So  many  youg  couples 
find  this  form  of  accommodation  ideal  only  until  a  family  comes 
along.  It  is  noted  with  regret  that  there  is  no  statutory  standard 
governing  overcrowding  in  caravans  that  can  be  accepted  as  a  guide 
for  the  Council  in  its  rehousing  schemes. 


Roving  type  vans 


The  onset  of  the  soft  fruit  season  again  brought  its  problems 
from  numerous  didicoy  vans  moving  into  the  area.  The  filled  in 
canal  and  green  droves  being  the  usual  parking  grounds.  Informal 
measures  were  instituted  and  resulted  in  keeping  the  vans  off 
these  sites  for  post  of  the  time. • 

Despite  the  failure  of  the  neighbouring  two  County  and  Rural 
District  Councils  to  agree  with  the  Borough  as  to  the  need  to 
provide  a  staging  camp  for  these  people,  I  am  still  of  the 
opinion  that  this  method  would  be  the  only  satisfactory  solution 
to  the  problem. 
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FACTORIES 


Regular  visits  have  "been  made  to  premises  and  houses  in 
which  work  is  carried  out. 

Factories  Act,  1937  -  1 9*39 


1 o  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health. 


Premises 

1 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspec 

-tions 

Written 

Notices 

‘ 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1  (l)  Factories  in  which 
|  Secs.  1  j, 2 9  3 ? 4  &  6  are 
to  "be  enforced  "by  the 
local  authority  ...... 

15 

3 

- 

— 

(2)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (l)  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
local  authority  ...... 

99 

1 

- 

(3)  Other  premises  in  , 
v/hich  Sec.  7  is  enfor- 
!  ced  by  the  local  auth- 
i-ority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

3 

1 

_  .  _  _ 1 

TOTAL 

•  117 

22 

1 

1 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


• 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

— 

No .  of 

To  H.LI. 

By  H.M. 

prose- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

cut ions 

tor 

tor 

Insti¬ 

tuted 

V/ant  of  cleanliness  . . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  ......... 

- 

• 

- 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

tUre  ooooooooooooooooo 

— 

— 

1 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  o.oooooooooooo. 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conver: ; -cnees 
(a)  insufficient  ..... 

. 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  ....... 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

—* 

- 

S  eiX.eS  ooooooeooooo 

— 

—• 

(d)  Disrepair 

1 

1 

~ 

Other  offences  against 
the  act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outv/Ork  )  OOOOOO.OOOOOO 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

2 i 

2 

- 

1 
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Factories  cont'd  .... 
3 .  Outwork 


1 

Nature  of 
,  work 

t 

1  -  . 

1 

No.  of 
outwork¬ 
ers  in 
August 
List 

No.  of 
Cases 
of  de¬ 
fault 
in  send 
-ing 
list  to 
Council 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 
for  fail¬ 
ing  to 
supply 
lists 

No .  of 
instan¬ 
ces  of 
work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 

— 

Notices 

Served 

Prose¬ 
cutions  i 

1 

i 

! 

!  Making  of 

‘..earing 

3 

None 

None 

N  one 

None 

None 

apparel 

Stringing 

Labels 

49 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Lone 

NON-INDU  STii  I AL  PFiEnl  OB S 


Offices?  Shops  Sc  Railway  Premises  Act;  19^3 


The  long  awaited  statute  was  passed  during  the  year  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  has  come  into  almost  complete  operation. 


The  Act  lays  down  certain 
headings  s- 

Cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Temperature 

Ventilation 

Lighting 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
'..ashing  Facilities 
Prinking  Later 


requirements  under  the  following 

Accommodation  for  clothing 

Seating  arrangements 

Seats  for  sedentary  workers 

Bating  facilities 

Floors  passages  and  stairs 

Fencing  and  cleaning  of  machinery 

First  Aid 

Fire  Precautions 


The  responsibility  for  enforcement  is  in  general  divided 
between  local  authorities?  fire  authorities  and  the  factory 
inspectorate.  I  anticipate  that  the  act  will  cause  a  great 
deal  of  extra  work  in  the  Department  but  this  will  be  more 
apparent  when  the  Act  has  been  in  operation  for  several  months. 


Agriculture 


It  appears  that  the  requirements  of  the  Agricultural 
(Safety?  Health  apd  ..elfare  Provisions)  Act?  1956  are 
reasonably  well  met  in  the  agricultural  holdings  in  the 
Borough. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Return  for  the  year,  1963 


i_ TYPE  OF  PROPERTY : 

_ Eon- Agricultural  ! 

i  Local  Dwelling  iAll  other  ^Totals  j  Agric-' 
jAuth-  houses  ^including  of  cols.iultur-  | 
j ority  incl.  business  ]1,2  &  3  1  al 
Council  |  premises 


houses 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1 o  Number  of  properties 

* 

i 

in  local  authority's 
district 

88 

5,571 

1,374 

7,033 

176 

2o  Total  number  of  prop- 

! 

1 

‘ 

erties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  notification 

3  ! 

92 

12 

107 

■ 

3 

Number  of  such  prop¬ 
erties  found  to  be 
infested  by;- 

, 

! 

1 

n  tj  i  major 

Common  Rat ;  -  -  . 

Minor 

1 

2 

2 

75 

O  CvJ 

3 

89 

0 

0 

bhip  Rats  ^ajor 

_____ 

~ 

- 

— 

*  minor 

tt  Major 

House  Mouses 

_ 

15 

- 

minor 

— 

15  . 

3.  Total  number  of  prop- 

erties  inspected  in 
the  course  of  survey 
under  the  Act 

228 

246 

7 

I 

Number  of  such  prop¬ 
erties  found  to  be 
infested  by;- 

‘ 

Common  Rats  Ma'j°r 
minor 

_ 

17 

8 

164 

8 

181 

2 

5 

,  Major 

bhip  Rats 

*  minor 

_ 

TT  Ma  j  or 

House  mouses 

Minor 

^  1 

_ 

1 

6 

6  . 

6 

7 

- i - 

j 

4»  Total  number  of  prop- 

j 

erties  otherwise  in- 

j 

8 

i 

' 

164 

spected  (e.  .  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

4 

1 

152 

1 

1 

5.  Number  of  infested 

1 - - 

1 

1 

properties  in  secs. 

2,3  &  4  treated  by 
;  local  authority _ 

7 

118 

200 

325 

10 

-  36  - 


WISBECH  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year, 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number 

inspected 

Number  of  ships 

by  the 

P.H.I . 

by  the 

i.i  0  0  e  il  e 

reported  as  hav- 

ing  or  having 
had ,  during  voy- 

age  infectious 
disease  on  board 

Foreign 

Ports 

140 

-24,478  N.R. 
45  9  688  Cargo 

140 

3 

Nil 

Coastwise 

.  74 

11,824  N.R. 
32,260  Cargo 

35 

0 

Nil 

TOTAL 

214 

36,302  H.R. 
77,948  Carso 

175 

3 

Nil 

Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  during  the  year. 

Passenger  Traffic »  Number  of  Passengers  -  Inwards s  Nil 

Number  of  Passengers  -  Outwards s  Nil 

Cargo  Traffic.  Principal  Imports!  Petrols  oil?  grain,  sugar, 

timber  and  fertilizers. 

Principal  Exports?  Grain  and  bricks. 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrives 

London,  Stettin,  Pateniemi,  Immingham,  Leningrad, 
Gdansk,  Jersey,  Hull,  Amsterdam,  Lelfzyl,  Hamina, 
Rotterdam  and  Wismar. 

Leratting  Certificates  and  Leratting  Exemption  Certificates 

issued  during  the  year  from  ships  from  Eoreign  Ports. 


This  is  not  applicable  as  the  port  is  not  an  "approved  port"  or 
a  "designated  approved  port". 

During  the  year  a  number  of  requests  were  received  from  the 
masters  of  ships  using  the  port  for  renewal  of  deratting  certifi¬ 
cates  or  deratting  exemption  certificates.  In  each  case  it  was 
necessary  for  the  ships  agents  to  contact  the  Port  Health  Inspec¬ 
tor  at  King's  Lynn  and  arrange  for  him  to  visit  Wisbech  to  carry 
out  the  inspection. 

Due  to  the  resignation  .of  the  kedical  Officer  of  Health  during 
the  year  no  further  progress  was  made  in  obtaining  authority  to 
issue  deratting  exemption  certificates. 

banitation  and  Food  Hygiene  in  the  Port  Area 

supervision  was  maintained  over  the  water  supplies  to  ships, 
the  import  of  foodstuffs  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  provided 
for  port  workers. 


